Structure of the Class 1/11/2012
--10 mins.  Introduction to the Class and Administrative Details

Introduction – decide groups, verify materials, 

assign spokesperson 7-8 members/ group

-- 40 mins. Lecture Four Major Socio-Economic Issues Facing Americans

-- The Housing Problem – Group I

-- The Debt-Deficit Problem – Group II

-- The Aging Problem – Group III

-- The Illegal Immigration Problem – Group IV

-- 10 mins. Break and questions
--20 minutes separate into groups & discussion -- solutions proposed by each group 

-- 5-8 minutes each topic report (spokesperson) 

-- 2 mins. Conclusion


Introductory Lecture

The US Economy – A General Overview

The nominal GDP of the US economy is roughly $15 trillion or nearly 18 times larger than Taiwan’s GDP when valued at current exchange rates. America has over 150 million workers which is about 14 times larger than Taiwan’s labor force. However, the land area of the contiguous 48 states of America is roughly 225 times larger than Taiwan’s 35,000 sq. miles. Taiwan has progressed a great deal over the years and as of 2010, the IMF states that the US per capita income is about 30% higher than Taiwan’s using the common PPP basis for comparison. ($46,860 vs. $35,604) 

The Record on Economic Growth 
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The Record on US Unemployment
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The Record on US Consumer Inflation
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What are the major problems of the US economy?

(1)  Housing problem

(2)  Deficit-Debt problem

(3)  Ageing of the population problem

(4)  Illegal Immigration problem

Roughly a 10 minute lecture on each of these problems with some suggested solutions. Students should take some notes and be prepared to discuss the problems and solutions in separate groups in the second period. 

